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The Things To Forget*The Economic Condition of 
the Negro Men Common 
Laborers in Washing­
ton, D. C.
O economic ques­
tion in the city 
of Washington is 
of greater  mo­
ment than that 
oftheNegrocom- 
jnon laborer. By common labor­
er, as treated in this paper, we 
fnean men engaged in those occu­
pations that require a minimum 
amount of skill or no skill at all. 
Yet since we are not able to de­
termine all the branches o f la­
bor that might be classified as 
common labor, we cannot give 
the exact percentage of the^Ne- 
gro population that are common 
laborers. For this reason, we 
are going to consider the com­
mon laborer from  points of 
wages, temptation to criminal in­
fluences, housing condition, and 
home life. These are the vital 
economic problems of this vast 
portion of the N egro  xiopula- 
ti«n.
A man’s wages, or income, is 
the backbone of his adjustment. 
In a day as highly and purely 
economical as this in which we 
live, the “ Almighty Dollar,” is 
the measure of man. _ The Negro 
common laborer in this city, 
therefore, must be measured by 
this same standard. We say, all 
other things being equal, a man’s 
wages must determine the kind 
of home in which he lives, the 
'  kind of food he eats, and the 
grade of clothing he wears. The 
average wages paid the Negro 
common laborer is about $8.50
*Read before the Social Science Club of 
Howard University by M. II McAden, '16
per week. The irregularity of 
work on account of the weather 
oft-times low ers this amount. 
Consequently, those who do out- 
of-door w ork , such as street 
sweepers, car track workers, and 
those who do various other kinds 
of work are ever at the mercy of 
the weather. This class of labor 
gets $1.50 per day for actual 
time made. In case of an inter­
ruption during the hours of work 
the time is made out at the rate 
of 184 cents per hour. The num­
ber of cart drivers is very large. 
For this branch of labor, the 
wage is from $6.00 to $8.00 per 
week; hours from 10 to 12 per 
day. With these wages let us 
turii first to the kind of houses 
in which the laborer can afford 
to live. i
Housing is one of the largest 
problems in our social and eco-, 
nom ic relation in Washington. 
The question, “ where does a 
man live?” when asked brings to 
our minds not only the location 
in a particular part of the city 
but also a mental picture of the 
kind of house that must be in 
that section. When we think of 
the homes of the Negro common 
laborers in this city our minds, 
involuntary, go to some one of 
the 200 alleys. This does not 
mean that all of this class of Ne­
groes live in the alleys but those 
who live in the alleys are com­
mon laborers. These 200 alleys 
have a population of about 12,185, 
living in the 2,437 houses yet 
used for habitation by Negroes.
There are in Washington today 
20,000 houses that are insanitary, 
poorly lighted, illy ventilated, 
and with inadequate sewerage. 
Sixty-five per cent of thesehouses 
a r e  rented by Negro common 
(Continued on Page 4)
S time goes on and 
we go on with it, 
m o r e  rapidly 
than v/e like, it 
becomes n e c e s ­
sary to cling to 
the remembrance of a few things 
and let go of a great many others. 
The mind, the average mind, has 
not room to hold all that has been 
learned, observed, or experienced 
in the course of a life-time. And 
the first things to forget are the 
failures, thedisappointments, the 
crumbling of our idols upon their 
feet of clay, and the hard knocks 
dealt us in the concourse of the 
broad highway. The things to 
remember are the many blessings 
that have been our portion from 
the beginning: the kind face, the 
hospitable welcome, the thought 
that was taken for us when we 
took no thoughts for ourselves, the 
sympathetic understanding that 
out ran our own and found an ex­
cuse for our short comings.
Let us drop out of sight and 
out of mind all that there is in the 
past that may be as clogs on the 
wings of the soul to prevent it 
from flying. There is too much 
put intoour hands todo, with each 
new day, to make it safe and wise 
for us to brood upon bv-gones. 
Whatever we remember out of 
that past, let it be what is profit­
able for us here and now to think 
about. Let us see everything 
through a poetic vision, (the only 
genuine idealization), and view life 
as a brillant drama, a splendid 
picture, a garden ever fresh and 
fair.
We may keep afresh the rare, 
inspiring example of one who is 
no longer with us in the physical 
(Continued on P age 5)
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N. A. A. C. P. Meeting
The monthly meeting of the 
college branch of the N. A. A. C. 
P. was held Tuesday the twelfth. 
The meeting was made especially 
interesting by student reports 
of what the Negroes are doing 
in several cities of the country. 
Mr. Frazier gave a very good 
resume of the activities of the 
Baltimoi’e colored people in edu­
cational, religious, and business 
spheres; Miss Smith told of the 
Negro accomplishments in Mis­
sissippi; Mr. Dingle gave us an 
idea of the Negro’s progress in 
Savannah; and Mr. Holmes told 
of his efforts to establish a per­
manent branch of theN. A. A. C. 
P. in Denver, Colorado. Such 
varied discussions jvvill do more 
toward impressing the students 
of the great work o f service 
which is before them than a doz­
en public meetings. The stu­
dents, however, do not yet give 
the organization the su p p ort 
which is needed for a wide-awake, 
active branch. : -
Howard Dental Parlors
Expert C olored  Dentists of Proven abili­
ty. No students employed. Specialists in 
treating T eeth  for nervous w o m e n  and 
children. Lady attendant alw ays present 
No Pain, No High Prices, Easy Terms
Crown and Bridge Work a Specialty
Gas Administered. Satisfac­
tion Guaranteed
O P E N  U N T I L  T E N  O ’ C L O C K  
Cor. 7th & T, Phone N. 2009, 700 T St., N. W.
A  Letter from a G. A. R. 
Veteran
111 Chestnut Street,
W ankegan, 111., 
October It, 1015.
Mr. A. L. T ay lor,
D ear S ir:
I received T h e  J o u r n a l  today and 
I thank you  fo r  the same. The p h oto­
graph was fine. My little three year 
old  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  picked me out 
quickly. She said, “ There is grand­
pa. ”  I think you  jjeople did finely by 
S cott’ s 900; we w e re  everm ore than 
pleased,also pleased with the students. 
They had a fine appearance, and I fo r  
one Wish to thank you  for  your kind­
ness to us while we were there. I ap­
preciated the banquet: it was fine, and 
I wish to  send my sincere thanks to 
those young la d iesw h o  sang so nicely 
and also  to the pianist. It was real 
nice o f  them; and the professor was 
very nice to us; please thank him fo r  
us. That occasion  will long  be remem­
bered by us.
I enclose a P. O. order fo r  one d o l­
lar, and shall be pleased to receive 
T h e  J o u r n a l .
Sincerely yours,
P. L. Austin.
The Girls’ Club Officers *
The Girls’ Club of the College 
of Arts and Sciences met on 
Thursday the 14th and elected 
the following officers: President, 
M iss D orothy Pelham; Vice- 
President, Miss Maude Brown; 
Secretary, Miss Mabel Thomas; 
Assistant Secretary, Miss Coh- 
ran; Corresponding Secretary, 
Miss C. Oliver; Treasurer, Miss 
L. Gatewood.
THE T Y P E W R IT E R  R EN TAL SERVICE
36 Randolph Place, N . W .
Bet. R  &  S and N orth  Capitol & First Sts.
P h one N orth  3128-J W ash ington , D . C.
Rent a Typew riter for H om e Use
$1.00 per M onth
or $2.50 fo r  3 m onths 
o r  $4.50 for  6 m onths 
N o. 6 Remingrton 
N o . 7 F ay-S holes  
N os. 4 and 5 Densmore
$1.50 per M onth
or  $3.75 fo r  3 m onths 
or $6.00 for  6 m onths 
N os. 2 and 3 O liver Par. Vis. 
N os. 7 and 8 Rem ington 
N o. 2 Sm ith-Prem ier 
N o . 3 F ox  (L ight Running)
$2.00 per M onth
or  $5.25 fo r  3 m onths 
o r  $9.00 fo r  6 m onths 
N o. 1 R oya l V isible 
N o. 1 V ic to r  Visible 
N o. 5 O liver Partially Vis.
$2.25 per M onth
or  $6.00 fo r  3 m onths 
or  $10.50 for  6 m onths 
N os. 1 and 2 L. C. Smith 
, N o. 10 Sm ith-Prem ier Vis.
N o. 5 R oyal V isible
In all rentals the T yp ew riters  are  k ep t in repair and ribbons are supplied as needed. W eek ly  
rentals: M achines at $1 to $2 per m onth are ren ted  fo r  $1 per w eek , and those at $2.25 to $2.75 per 
m onth  fo r  $1.25 per w eek. Rentals payable in advance, for  one. three, or  six  months.
$2.50 per M onth
or  $6.75 fo r  3 m onths 
or  $12.00 fo r  6 m onths 
N os. 4 and 5 L. C. Smith 
N os. 4 and 5 U n derw ood  
N os. 1. 2 and 3 M onarch 
N os. 10 R em ington Visible
$2 .75 per M onth
or  $7.50 for  3 m onths 
or  $13.50 fo r  6 m onths 
N o. 11 R em ington V isible 
N os. 4 and 5 U nder w ood  ( with 
b a ck  sp a cer  & 2 -co lor ribbon)
H O W A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y
Washington, D. C.
Stephen M. N ew m an, President
Located in the Capital of the Nation. 
Campus of twenty acres. Modern, scientif­
ic and general equipment. Plant worth 
$1,300,000. Faculty of 125. One thous­
and five hundred students last year. Uh- 
usual opportunities for self-support.
The School of Theology
Interdenominational. Five professors.
Broad and thorough courses of study. 
Shorter English courses. Advantage of con­
nection with a great University. Students’ 
Aid. Low expenses. Address Isaac Clark, 
D. D.,Dean.
The School of Medicine: Medical. Den­
tal and Pharmaceutic Colleges
Over forty professors. Modern labora­
tories and equipment. Clinical facilities 
not surpassed in America. Dental College, 
twenty-three professors. Pharmaceutic Col­
lege, twelve professors. Address W . C. 
McNeill, M. D., Secretary, Fifth and W  
Streets, Northwest.
The School of Law
Faculty of eight. Thorough courses of 
three years. Occupies own building oppo­
site Courthouse. Address Benjamin F. 
Leighton, LL. B., Dean, 420 Fifth Street, 
Northwest.
The College or Arts and Sciences
Devoted t o liberal studies. Regular 
courses in all subjects such as are given in 
the best approved colleges. Address Kelly 
Miller, A. M ., LL. D., Dean.
The Teachers College
Special opportunities for preparation of 
teachers. Regular pedagogical courses 
leading to degrees. .High grade courses in 
Normal Training, Domestic Arts and Do­
mestic Science. Graduates helped to posi­
tions. Address Lewis B. Moore, A. M., 
Ph. D., Dean.
School of Manual Arts and Applied 
Sciences
Faculty of eleven. Offers courses in wood­
working, printing, domestic arts and sci­
ence: four year courses in Civil, Mechanij- 
cal and Electrical Engineering, and Archi­
tecture. Address Harold D. Hatfield, M. E. 
Director.
The Conservatory of Music
Five teachers. Elementary instruction 
and regular college courses in music leading 
to graduation. Address Miss Lulu V. Child­
ers, B. M ., Director.
The Library School
Regular course in all Library subjects. 
Address Miss Grace L. Hewett, Librarian.
The Academy
Faculty of e igh teen . Five complete 
courses, th ree academic, t wo vocational. 
Curriculum meets needs of those (1) whose 
aim is college preparation, (2) who seek a 
general high school education, (3) who en­
ter immediately upon professional study. 
Address Charles S. Syphax, A B., LL. M ., 
Dean.
The Commercial College
Courses in Bookkeeping, Stenography 
Commercial Law, History, Civics, etc. 
Gives Business and English High School 
education combined. Address George W . 
Cook, A . M ., Dean.
j
i
9
T H E  H O W A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  J O U R N A L
Howard University Journal
E n tered  as S e co n d  Class m a tte r  O c to b e rs , 1908 
at the  P ost O ffice at W ashington , D. C.. under 
the A c t  o f  Congress o f  M arch 3, 1879.
P R IN T E D  A T  S C H O O L O F  P R IN T IN G  H O W ­
ARD U N IV E R S IT Y , W A S H IN G T O N , D. C.
' .
T E R M S  O F S U B S C R IP T IO N  
$1.00 a Year Students 75 cents
Single Copy 5 Cents
“ P E R C U SS U  CKEBRO S A X A  C A V A N T U R  
A Q U IS ”
JOURNAL STAFF
A. M. W a l k e r  ’ 16, Editor-in-Chief
I. G. B a ile y  ’ 16, Business Manager
Eu l a l ia  L a n e  ’ 16, Associate Editor
J. S. H e s l ip  ’ 17, Associate Editor
N. O. Goodloe  ’ 17, Associate Editor
L. O. B a u m g a rd n er  ’ 17,
Associate Editor
George B . W a s h in g t o n ’ 17,
Athletic Editor
■
L. A . T a n c il  ’ 18,
Assistant Business Manager
E. B. S ton e  ’16,
Advertisement Managerfj -
A. L . T a ylo r  ’ 16,
Circulation Manager 
_______________________________________
Address all communications to.
H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  J o u r n a l ,
H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .
F rid ay , O ctob er 29, 1915
mad efor individual subscriptions. 
Frequently, one subscription is 
made to answer the purposes of 
several students, but the plan is 
seldom satisfactory; inasmuch 
as each week some member of 
the group does not get to see the 
paper. Special rates of 75 cents 
per year are made for students 
of Howard that each one may be 
able to subscribe. Those who are 
not students pay one dollar for 
subscriptions. The students are 
also given the privilege of mail­
ing subscriptions, at students 
rates, to relatives or friends inor 
out of the city. These induce­
ments are made for the benefit of 
the students, and for the good 
of the University. Each issue of 
The JouRNALis an advertisement 
for Howard. Every student is 
requested to take as many sub­
scriptions as he is able. It should 
be done now. Do not wait until 
just before the election of the 
next Journal staff, do not wait 
uqtil Christmasor Thanksgiving; 
but subscribe now. Promptness 
in this matter puts the Business 
Department in position to carry 
out its obligations on the expense 
side, as well as to insure effici­
ency in publishing.
—I. G. Bailey, Mgr.
The Economic Condition of
each at work, yet satisfied with 
the crowded condition. Money, 
therefore, that should go for rent­
ing and preparing better homes- 
goes for things less important 
and more degrading. The dis­
ease of any one in the family oft- 
times means the death of all.
Nothing concerning the Negro 
common laborer is perhaps of as 
great importance as his children 
and those yet unborn. This is 
caused mostly from the fact that 
the majority of this class of Ne­
groes are unlettered and untu­
tored. They have migrated into 
(Continued on Page 8)
JUST IN!
A full line of Waterman and 
Parker Fountain Pens
F. R. Hillyard, Jeweler
T e l. North 1522
1827 Seventh St. Northwest
T h e  m an  
w h o m akes  
G O O D  PHO­
TOGRAPHS
f o r  H  o t v  a r  d 
S tu d en ts
Studio , 9th and U Streets, Northwest
C O L L E G E  T E X T  BOOKS
Snnrlock
The Business Department of 
T he Howard University Jour­
nal is pleased to announce an in­
crease in subscriptions over pre­
vious years, and wishes to thank 
those who are giving their sup­
port in the present subscrixation 
campaign. Those who plan to 
subscribe to The Journal on 
some indefinite date, are urged to 
subscribe now. T he Journal is 
a serial story of University life, 
extending through a period of 
eight months. Each weekly is­
sue of The Journal is an install­
ment of this exciting story, and 
every installment should be read 
in order to axipreciate fully the 
story. The story_ is advancing; 
subscribe now.
rPlic» ti n n o n l  s l i n n l H  n l s n  Vi p
the Negro Men Common 
Laborers in Washing­
ton, D. C.
(Continued from  Page 1) 
laborers. The average rent is 
$12.50'monthly. The owners keep 
them just sufficiently rex^aired to 
stay within the law. All of these 
houses are not in these alleys, or 
or x l^ague sxiots as some times 
called, many of them are, like the 
alleys themselves, located right 
in the midst of the homes of the 
elite of Washington.
The numbers of families found 
in these homes of the common la­
borer is significant, ofttimes we 
find a family for each of the four 
or five rooms in the bouse, all re- 
lntod nprbnns. and the man in
N E W  A N D  S E C O N D  H A N D
Books Bought
L ow d erm ilk  & C o. 1426 F Street
P r in tin g  ill Technical
and Public S c h o o ls;
teaches the student Punctuation, Spell­
ing, Capitalization, Construction and 
Language, and is a valuable help in 
School Instruction. W e supply Print­
ing Outfits in any size.
BARNHART BROTHERS & SPINDLERS 
1224 H St. N. W., Washington, D. C.
J a c k s o n  & W h ip p s
(Howard Men) . 
Prescription Druggists 
Phone North 3142
Seventh and T Streets. Northwest
T H E  H O W A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  J O U R N A L
The Things to Forget
(Continued from Page 1) 
presence, for it does us good if 
we try to walk in those steps and 
model our livesupon that pattern. 
But to grieve merely to make a 
[luxury of sorrow does not help 
the needy world. Let us not keep 
before us the bogey of the past 
mistakes that cannot now be help­
ed, History may repeat itself if 
!jt likes; it does not need the lugu­
brious aid of our reiteration. The 
tiling for us is to go on, without 
looking back, and if we do not like 
the melancholy aspect of today, 
tomorrow is coming. The sun­
rise is just as new and original 
for us, and the hand of yesterday 
has no hold upon the immediate 
hour.
— V. M. Scott, '16
MRS. S. L. MORSE
Table B oard
Very Reasonable BO AR D  for  Howard 
Stud ents. Short Orders a specialty. 
Pull 1 in eo fP ies . Hot and Cold Drinks.
O pen O cto b er  15th
2320 Georgia A ve., N . W .
Repairing Done 
N eatly
B ranch 503 »th  S t. N .W
Our $2 Derbies and Soft Hats have 
No Equals
B R O D T ’ S H A T S
Are of the Highest Standard 
'a ciory  and Sales R oom  419 11th S t. N . W . 
P h o n e  M a in  4474-y
SciBott and Razors Sharpened ..............Tel. Main 10S5
IcKee Instrument 
Company —
Microscopes, Microtomes, Laboratory Sup­
plies, Hospital, Invalid and Sick » i ; 
Room Supplies
i f f  ‘
917 G Street N. W. Washington, D. C.
■ hi • - ; ~~ ........ .....:---------
VVe are eating at
S C O T T ’S
7 he Popular Lunch room at pop­
ular prices, 5 and 10 cts.
Ladies Dining-room up stairs ; --
7th and T  Sts., Northwest
Young Men’s Christian 
Association
The members of the Y. M. C. A. 
in listening to Dean Kelly Mil­
ler’s lecture on “Life”  last Sun­
day afternoon in Library Hall, 
heard one of the best and most 
representative men of the Negro 
Race, in a most interesting and 
fascinating manner, unfold his 
broad subject. Dean Miller de­
veloped his topic from the saying 
of Jesus, “ I have come that ye 
might have life and that ye might 
have life more abundantly.”  In 
delivering his lecture Professor 
Miller emphasized the fact that 
“Life”  in its biggest meaning 
was a summation of aggregated 
lives, social, physical, moral, and 
spiritual, and an actual experi­
ence in the world to-day with 
them. In closing his discourse 
Professor Miller said, “ Life be­
yond human existence, I leave 
for another story, but I speak of 
a life which you and I know and 
feel in the experience of our ex­
istence, the highest aim and pur­
pose being to glorify God and en­
joy Him forever.”
On Sunday afternooon, Octo­
ber 17, Dr. Parks thrilled the 
hearts of alarge and appreciative, 
audience in his mastery lecture 
on the subject “The Application 
of Christian Principles to the In­
dustrial Problem. ” Young menof 
Howard, do not fail to take advan­
tage of the great opportunities 
afforded you in hearing and com­
ing in touch and contact with great 
men, by absenting yourselves 
from these weekly meetings held- 
e v e r y Sunday afternoon aTT~ 
three,o’clock for one hour only 
under the auspices of the Y. M. 
C. A. “They are summoned here, 
they come, that you may have 
life. ” The last of the series of in­
teresting lectures from great 
men for the month of October 
will be delivered in the Universi­
ty Chapel, Sunday afternoon, Oc­
tober 31, at 4:30 p. m., by another 
one of our foremost representa­
tives, Prof. William Pickens. — -
— S. M. B.
Phone North 2232 Laundry Agency
W M . E. C LEVER
Cigars, Tobacco, Periodicals 
and Magazines
Headquarters for  all Colored Papers
Sunday Papers delivered free of charge 
W e sell the Crisis Magazine.
1911 7th St., N. W. W ashington, D. C.
W . O . A T K I N S
University Agent for the Crisis
Complete line of other standard magazines
Box 221 Howard University 
Room 98 Clark Hall
HOWARD SHOE REPAIRING SHOP
Shoes Repaired at Reasonable Rates. 
Special attention given Students 
from the Hill. Give me a call.
E D W A R D  N E S B Y ,  Prop.
2213 Georgia Avenue
" I f  it is made of Paper, you can get it at 
A N D R E W S ”
H a llo w e e n  N o v e lt ie s  
Every thing you will need 
for the Halloween Party
Make your selection now while the
Assortm ent is complete
R. P. ANDREWS PAPER CO.
727-31 Thirteenth St. & 629 Louisiana Ave. 
Store closes daily except Saturday - 6 p. m.
Saturdays - - • -  5 p. m.
Young Men’s Christian
Association T w e lfth  Street Branch
1 8 1 6  12 th Street, N. IV.
W a sh in g to n , D. C.
Mr. Student: ; <
Do you know that the YOUNG 
MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCI­
ATION offers to you: __ _
1. Congenial recreation in the 
form of Bowling, Billiards and 
Swimming? :
2. High Class Current Litera­
ture of wide variety ?
3. A chance to associate with 
men from all parts of the country 
who are doing things?
4. The consequent broadening 
of mind resulting from this en­
vironment ?
i
W . H. J. BECKET, Executive Sec’y. 
Full Student Membership - J4.00 per year
T H E  H O W A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  J O U R N A L
t '
The Alpha Plii Literary 
Society
On Friday evening, October 22, 
the Alpha Phi Literary Society 
was entertained by a very elabo­
rate program rendered by mem­
bers of the Freshman Class. 
These young Howardites should 
be praised highly for their efforts 
to produce a program of such 
character. Mr. Gordon gave with 
much grace and style, a reading 
from Edgar Allen Poe. Many 
others of the class displayed lit­
erary ability of a high type. We 
hope that this effort, on the part 
of the Freshmen, will. act as a 
stimulus to arouse activity in all 
other classes that are requested 
to serve The Alpha Phi.
D . W . L O N G
T A IL O R
Cleaning, Pressing, Repairing, Dyeing 
and Altering. Furnished Rooms. 
Phone N orth  3205
1218 You Street, Northwest
Phone North 5421
Harlan’s Toggery Shop
The only Colored Hab­
erdasher, in the city 
U p -to -D a te  M e n ’s  W ea r . A lw a y s  
f i r s t  w ith  th e  la test.
Taundry Department
;Special rates to students. All 
shirts 10 cts.
1848 7th St., near cor. T Washington, D. C.
The Y . P. B. of the W . C. T . U. 
Holds Installation Exercises
On last Saturday evening in 
the assembly room of Miner Hall, 
Y. P. B. of the W. C. T. U. held 
installation .exercises of the new­
ly elected officers. A very inspir­
ing installation address was de­
livered by Mrs. Alma Scott, the 
State President of The National 
W. C. T. U. Mrs. Scott’s address 
■was followed by a few brief but 
instructive remarks by Professor 
Logan, the Secretary of the Y. 
M. C. A. of Howard University.
After the installation, the social 
committee added much to the oc-, 
casion by serving delightful dain­
ties which were enjoyed by all.
The present officers were in­
stalled: President, Miss M. M. 
Rayfield; Vice President, Mr. Wm. 
H. Foster; Secretary, Miss Olive 
Smith; Assistant Secretary, Miss 
Lillian Lawrence; Treasurer, Miss 
Carrie Sutton; Auditor, Mr. De- 
Witt Walton; Chaplain, Mr. Clar­
ence Frisby.
Program for Sunday, October 
31,6:30 p. m.
Song service 6:15 P. M. to 6:30 
P . M.
Symposium: The effect of alco­
hol upon the Negro:
From an economic view, Dr. 
Parks.
From a scientific view, Dr. 
Waring.
From a social view, Dean Mil­
ler.
From a political view, Dean 
Cook.
Mr. Burroughs’ Recital
Mr Charles Burroughs’ read­
ing in the chapel Saturday even­
ing, October 16, gave pleasure to 
all who heard him. Mr. Bur­
roughs gave selections from 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, from Mr. 
Service, the Canadian poet, and 
from Mr. Noyes. His interpre­
tation of the Witches’ scene from 
Macbeth was especially effective 
and dramatic. The short poems 
wereread with a great deal of feel* 
ingand beauty. The reading is 
a delightful form of entertain­
ment and Mr. Burroughs was 
particularly pleasing. He is a 
graduate of Dr. Curry’s Schoolof 
Expression in Boston and is now 
a reader for the Board of Educa­
tion of New York City.
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'H  ’ Awarded Track Men
Storer College 0 ; Howard Academy 0
In a game, brimful o f  clever 
plays,and unexpectedly exciting, 
the Academy foot ball team on 
.last Saturday battled with Stor­
er College. When the whistle 
screamed, indicating t h a t  the 
game \fas over, neither team had 
crossed the other’s goal. Though 
out-weighed by their opponents, 
the Academy boys demonstrated 
their right to be rated among the 
best team of their class.
Both teams resorted to the old- 
fashion football and at times the 
Storer attack showed flashes of 
power, but the punch was lacking. 
In the first quarter the Academy 
boys by a series of end rushes
THE S H O E  
that gives you 
VALUE
W A L K -O V E R S
For men and w om en  
$3.50 and up
Walk-Over Shoe Shop
929 F S T R E E T , N O R T H W E S T
Never-Idle Tailors
Suits Made to Order. Dyeing-, A lter- 
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and line plunges carried the ball 
to Storer’s fifteen yard line, on­
ly to lose it on downs. In the 
next period Storer showed a re­
versal of form and rushed the ball 
up the field to Howard’s seven 
yard line. At this point the bril­
liant defensive work o f  Carter, 
Panned, Jones, and Garrett saved 
the day for the Academy.
Storer opened the third period 
with a determination to s t a r t  
something, and after several con­
sistent gains lost the ball by a 
fumble onHoward’s tenyard line. 
After this Storer never got with­
in striking distance of the Acad­
emy’s goal line. The Academy 
team showed to the best advan­
tage in the final period, when by 
the use of several well executed 
forward passes and end runs, it 
brought the ball from its own fif­
teen yard line toStorer’s ten yard 
line. At this point Storer’s line 
loomed up as a stone wall, and 
the whistle ended the fray with 
the ball in mid-field in Storer’s 
possession.
For Storer the entire back-field 
played excellent ball, with Allen, 
the sturdy quarter-back, having 
a shade on the others. The work 
of Green, left end, also deserves 
special mention. For Howard, 
Pannell stood head and shoulders 
above his teammates. Captain 
Jackson at quarter, and the tack­
ling of Brooks were also promi­
nent features of the game.
The Varsity team plays Shaw 
at Raleigh, N.C., on November 6; 
and the Academy team will play 
Manassas here on November 3.
Com plete details of these games 
will be given through the Athlet­
ic columns of The Journal.
The following are the names of 
students who were granted the 
privilege by the Athletic Council 
o f wearing the Howard “ H” :
H. C. Stratton, J. W. Love, C. 
C. Wimbish, Thomas M. Dent, 
T. L. Alston, J. P. McCain, J. P. 
Sampson, J. A. Franklin, Clay- 
borne George, Aaron Boulding, 
H. M. Martin, Captain,; William 
H. Foster, Manager.
There is no doubt that this was 
the most self-sacrificing and most 
loyal track team that Howard 
University has ever had. These 
men did not even have their shoe 
strings furnished them in the 
way of equipment. They bought 
their own shoes, uniforms, and 
even paid their own entry fees to 
the St. Mary’s Meet in Baltimore. 
They built a track upon which to 
hold the Outdoor Meet in Balti­
more and paid their own entry- 
fees to the A. A. U., and now 
they will be forced on account of 
the lack of funds in the Athletic 
Council treasury to b u y their 
own “ H” . —Rube
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The Economic Condition of 
the Negro Men Common 
Laborers in Washing­
ton, D. C.
(Continued from  P age 4) 
Washington from the surround­
ing counties of Maryland and 
Virginia. They have, under illu­
sion, left the suburbs for the city. 
They have left the free atmos­
phere, sunshine, fresh air, flow­
ers and landscapes for a home in 
an alley and occasionally for work 
on a street. Here they come and 
become satisfied with conditions 
as they chance to find them, and 
as a man in “ Snow’s Court” said 
to me a few days ago: “ I never 
allow myself toywant what I can 
not get” . This condition, then, 
of the home life renders it both 
difficult and discouraging when
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Washington. D. C.
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w e think o f improving them. 
The dependence of ambition upon 
reality is the death of ambition it­
self. What then must be the con­
dition of a child of the common 
laborer, that is born under an un­
lucky star amidst degradation, 
crime, disease, a n d  disorder? 
Such a child can be but a part of 
his environment. Wlienweconsid- 
er how all the senses are assault­
ed by the material things that 
spring out of the alleys, we can­
not marvel that so so large a num­
ber Negroes is backward in ap­
propriating the higher gifts of 
civilization. There is nothing to 
look upon to suggest beauty, or­
der, or conformity to law. Every 
thing is present to teach the law 
of confusion and the fact of fail­
ure. Dirt, trash and filth have 
acquired the supremacy, and 
from earliest infancy the eyes 
gaze upon an arrangement o f  
things that indicate indecency, 
and dependency of spirit upon 
matter. The first sounds that 
awaken the ear and mind are dis­
cordant, repellant, and beyond 
their power to change; there­
fore, they become satisfied. 
The first odor that meets their 
nose is foul and filled with cor­
ruption. Childern are, in short, 
met b y  a l l  the elements that 
offendand benumbhuman senses. 
They grow up with a highly de­
veloped instinct, not for play, but 
for fight.
Temptation to crime and crime 
itself is higher among the Negro 
common laborer than any other 
class in Washington. Alley life 
i s a producer. Drunkardness 
among many of the women as well 
as many of the men is a common 
practise of every day life, reach­
ing its climax on pay day, and 
Saturday, and rest day, Sunday. 
Gambling in. the middle of the 
alleys is common. Vice in its 
most immortal sense is special­
ized. The number of tlie illegiti; 
mate children in the alley home 
is but one-third less than the li- 
gitimate. Not quite half of the 
common laborers attend church.
Those who go, for the most part, 
live on the streets. Church is 
canned by social workers tomany 
of those in the alleys. Life, for 
the alley man, has produced in 
him a degrading sense of his own 
personal power and worth.
Inthe midstof harsh landlords 
.and the irregularity of work, the 
common laborer has one relief: 
the charities of the city. The As­
sociated Charities during the past 
year helped 3,557 families with 
13,455persons innumber. Seven­
teen hundred and eighty-one of 
these were Negro families, and 
1,500 were families of common 
laborers with a total number Of 
6,716 persons.
Thereare 10,000 colored women 
members of families of laborers 
at work in this city who help to 
maintain and oft-time even sup­
port the family. Some of these 
arO daughters, wives or mothers. 
Caring for their homes and off­
springs has to be neglected while 
they care for those of the upper 
classes. They themselves cry 
often for bread and are not fed.
The economic condition of the 
Negro common laborer is such 
that it drives him to crime; 
forces him to live in poor and un­
desirable houses; and takes away 
pride and comfort of home life; 
and,Ifinally; places him on the 
ragged edge of the poverty linie.
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